
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. through technological means 
(Zoom meeting). 

INVOCATION: Council Member Cunningham gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Council Member Amon, 

Virtually Present: Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Cunningham 

Staff Present: Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Laura Allen, VISTA Staff Member; 
Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

Virtually Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

None. 

BUSINESS: 

2. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of April 28, 2020.

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the Town Council Regular Meeting 
minutes of April 28, 2020. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
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3. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series:

• Accounts Payable Operating Account- Check Series #46962-46970, #46983-
4 7005 totaling $270,335.09

• Payroll Check Series - #46971-46982- totaling $80,241.23

GRAND TOTAL $350,576.32

Council Member Schue moved to accept the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid as 
presented for a grand total of $350,576.32. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice MayorWarner. 

4. CONSIDERATION OF MODULAR BUILDING PROPOSALS FOR CDBG #112-
20.

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill spoke of the evaluation process they went through and 
the criteria used to compare the two bids received from the re-solicitation for this 
modular building. He pointed out that the price difference between the two bids is about 
$80,000 and explained some of the reasons for that. 

There was discussion of the type of construction and the materials to be used in each 
bid. Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted the two bids are substantially similar in 
almost every regard. 

Further discussion included roofing, lighting, flooring and windows. 

Council Member Goldberg said that from the very beginning, we have talked about 
utilizing that building for events and for meetings, not just for children. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said it is a multi-purpose building. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said the new building will be at ground level, and we 
are responsible for that, and we are responsible for connections and the sidewalks once 
the building is delivered. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if we are on a deadline for this grant from WACOG. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill replied we are, and that it is to be completed by 
December. 

Page 2 of7 



Town Attorney Goodwin said this project bid was based on specifications, and two 
companies bid on those specifications. She asked if the Council was talking about 
changing the specifications now. 

Two Council Members replied no. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said we could do it at a later date. 

Town Attorney Goodwin spoke about change orders after a bid is awarded, but for now, 
it is too late to talk about changing specifications unless you want to go out to bid again. 

Council Member Amon commented that we have already gone over this; it has been 
worked over, outlined and the bid is in. She said all we have to do now is decide between 
the two bidders. 

Council Member BearCat said we were not given the opportunity to go over the 
specifications to make sure that was what we wanted. 

There was a discussion of the Building Code having requirements for the building that 
must be followed. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if we have to have an engineer or a surveyor get involved 
with the placement and if it is in the budget. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill responded that we do not have to hire an engineer. He 
said he spoke with Emmett, Public Works Director, and with the minimal amount of 
grading that we need to do; we have more than enough equipment to get it done. He 
said our plan is to hire somebody to do the electrical and plumbing connections and the 
sidewalks around the perimeter of the building. He said we would write up a bid spec 
and put it out to companies like Westerner Products and some of the little construction 
companies or mobile home moving companies that do that as part of their everyday 
business. 

There was a discussion regarding a ground set including soil testing, soil compaction 
and stem walls. 

Council Member BearCat said that in the paperwork it mentions that the design has to 
be approved by the State. She asked if that has been done or is still pending. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill responded that will be pending; it will have to be 
completed before they haul it. It was noted that the approval would be up to the 
company. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill indicated that one of the things they have to do is to 
have what we will call a preconstruction meeting, a site visit, to make sure they are 
aware of the ironwood tree in the proximity. 
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The roots of the ironwood tree were discussed. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to award the bid to Design Space Modular 
Buildings in the amount of $117,400. 

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

5. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson said he can tell us we are starting to get things moving again in the 
economy; he listed restaurants in Town that are open for sit-down dining. He commented 
that within a few weeks we should be back to normal; the new normal will be whatever 
makes sense such as wearing masks and social distancing. 

6. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Schue noted that he went to Smith's yesterday to do his grocery 
shopping and approximately 75% of people coming and going in that store did not have 
on their masks and were not really doing the social distancing thing. · He reminded 
everyone that this is not fake news, the COVID virus does exist and people are dying. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that she went to Lake Havasu today and noticed 
that the majority of people are not wearing masks. She noted that we still have a lot of 
folks that are going to be a little bit leery about getting out, so she thinks there will still be 
those who want groceries delivered, prescriptions delivered and until Mr. Ferguson tells 
her to tell them no, we will still be double-checking with them in case they need help from 
the Town. She said we are still here to assist however we can. She commented that she 
got a note from the Food Bank today; they served over 100 people yesterday; they are 
going to continue with the drive through as long as they can because of the heat. She 
added that they are continuing to deliver to the Senior Apartments and shut-ins, and that 
the Food Bank received a rather large donation of eggs from Rose Acre Farms. 

Council Member Amon commented that she remembers in times past, the sign on nearly 
every establishment's door said, 'no shirt, no shoes, no service'. She said this is a lot 
more important than the aesthetics or how things look; a sign on the door saying 'masks 
required for service' to her is a reasonable thing to do. She stressed the importance of 
the 2020 Census; the numbers that they find in our county are going to determine how 
much money the federal government sends our way. She asked that everyone encourage 
their friends, neighbors and families to do the Census. 
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Council Member BearCat announced the Food Bank has new hours, 9:00 a.m. to 1 :00 
p.m. with the same days. She commented that she has been following a lot of the goings
on around the world and in Arizona concerning the virus, and as we start opening up, it
is almost a direct relationship between opening up, people coming together and the virus
taking off again. She said she does not want to see that in our community, so she really
hopes that people are considerate and wear the masks to protect the other person.

Council Member Cunningham spoke of her trip to Blythe today. She said that most people 
are wearing masks over there; she thinks it is important to be respectful of each other, to 
keep the social distancing and to keep the masks on; it is just courtesy and respect. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if the water works work thatwe had scheduled for today is 
complete. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that he will give a report. 

7. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson introduced Laura Allen, our new VISTA employee. He 
commented that she joined us yesterday, and is employed by VISTA but working with the 
Town with the Quest Board having her initial focus kind of being on our housing program. 

Laura Allen provided some of her background and said her goal here is going to be just 
basically to help out in any way that she can with economic development. She said she 
will be focusing on hopefully helping businesses recover from COVID-19 and helping with 
some grant procurement and also with housing development. 

Town Manager Ferguson said she is going to be in the Deputy Clerk's Office. He 
announced that Tina Marie, our Deputy Clerk, gave her notice of resignation at the end 
of last week, so her desk is available right at the moment; temporarily at least, that is 
where Laura will be. 

Town Manager Ferguson also announced that we have the Library open with limited 
access; we have asked people to wear masks, but we have not required it. He said we 
are logging people in; they only have a certain period of time that they are able to be 
there; so far, it has worked quite well. He indicated we have had no problem with the 10 
person limit. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that according to the new Governor's Executive Order, 
tomorrow the gyms can open. He said we are going to open up our Community Center 
starting tomorrow; we will have similar limitations, that is, we do not want more than 1 O 
people in there at a time, we do not want people using the equipment side by side in order 
to have social distancing and we are asking them to wear masks. He said everybody is 
to be reminded, as has always been our practice, that when they leave the piece of 
equipment, they are wiping it down. He said we are going to ask them to please do that 
so we are not always having to go out and wipe them down ourselves, but we will have 
staff there to make sure that it is taken care of properly. 
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Town Manager Ferguson noted that next Monday is our first budget meeting at 1 :00 p.m. 
and the second meeting will be on Tuesday at 1 :00 p.m. He said we do not have all the 
revenue figures from the State. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that we have not had a good Census response in 
Quartzsite; it is very dismal as a matter of fact. He said he would like to have any of the 
Council who would be interested in supporting us to put on a special drive here to support 
the Census people. He said he is really quite concerned that they have put so much 
emphasis, this year, on the online type thing which does not work for Quartzsite; it is just 
not working at all. He said he is afraid that they will not do well door-to-door either, so he 
would like anyone interested in that to please contact him. He said he wants to set 
something up before the week is out so we can be ready to support the Census people 
when they do get ready to go door-to-door. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that last week, the State's Census response was at 
about 50 percent, La Paz County was about 40 percent overall and Quartzsite was only 
at 1.9 percent response. 

Town Manager Ferguson said on the water issue, it was canceled today; the contractor 
came out and was there until about 11:00 a.m.; they were having a problem completing 
the work and so it was canceled. 

Mayor Simpson commented that wearing those masks limits your breathing, overheats 
you and you are rebreathing carbon dioxide. He said he would hope that when we open 
the Community Center, there would be some inquiry if they are forced to wear the mask 
while they operate the machines. 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member BearCat said that as she understands it, our Attorney says that we can 
require people to wear masks in the Town buildings. She would like there to be a future 
agenda item to require masks in all Town buildings. 

Council Member Schue seconded. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like a discussion on what we are going to do for 
the Fourth of July for this year. 

Vice Mayor Warner concurred. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have a report and an update on the 
codification project for the codes and ordinances that have been in process for a long 
time. 

Council Member Goldberg concurred. 
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Council Member BearCat requested a discussion and or direction to have our boards and 
committees on Zoom so that we can start board and committee meetings again. 

Council Member Amon concurred. 

Council Member BearCat requested that the short time rental ordinance be brought 
forward. 

Council Member Cunningham concurred. 

Council Member BearCat requested an agenda item with a list of all ordinances pending 
so we know what we have to work towards. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said we have a list. 

Council Member BearCat responded that she thinks the Council should have a list also. 

Council Member BearCat requested an agenda item on the organization flow chart that 
has been pending for over a year and concurred with multiple times. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:03 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 12, 2020 of the Town Cquncil of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on May 12, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 26th day of May 2020. 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

71��� 
Norm Simpson, Mayol 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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